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ABSTRACT 



This unit introduces students to the principles of democracy 
through a variety of teaching/learning techniques. Each lesson builds upon 
the opinions /knowledge developed in previous lessons and utilizes them to 
expand to a higher understanding of the principles of democracy. The 
principles and values that this exposes can be applied to and developed 
within any society. The six lessons include listing of objectives, 
procedures, materials needed, and student handouts. (Author/EH) 
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A UNIT PLAN ON THE ISSUES 
OF DEMOCRACY 

CREATED FOR THE CENTER FOR CIVIC EDUCATION 
BY ROSIE HEFFERNAN 



OVERVIEW : 

This unit of study introduces the students to the principles of democracy through a variety of 
teaching/1 earning techniques. Each lesson builds upon the opinions/knowledge developed in 
previous lessons and utilizes them to expand to a higher understanding of the principles of 
democracy. While the unit does not specifically refer to Hungary, the principles and values that it 
exposes/promotes can be applied to and developed within any society. 

Through this unit of study, students will also be given the opportunity to identify and prioritize 
political, social and economic values that they feel are important to a country. This unit will allow 
the students to recognize their own values and how those values will impact their choice of leaders 
and governmental system . 



LENGTH OF UNIZi 

Six (6) lessons 



UNIT OBJECTIVES - 

At the conclusion of the Unit, students will be able to... 

• understand and appreciate different viewpoints 

• define “democracy” 

• evaluate the potential “benefits” and “costs” of a democratic system 

• discuss historical events that led to the development of democracy 

• identify values which are widely considered to be fundamental 

• determine their own values in a political system 

LESSON ,1 (DAY 1) 

1.1 Daily Objectives: 

At the conclusion of the lesson, students will be able to... 

• understand how there may be many different interpretations of even the most basic 
concepts. 

• Identify terms/phrases associated with democracy. 

• Discuss competing ideas with reference to the principles associated with democracy. 
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• Compare and contrast different interpretations of democracy 

• Analyze the benefits and costs of a democratic system of government. 



1.2 Procedures: 

• Each member of the class will be given a blank sheet of paper. 

• A student volunteer will be given a diagram similar to the one shown on SUPPLEMENT 1 
and instructed to turn their back on the class and describe the figure without using their 
hands or voice inflection. 

• Each member of the class will draw the figure according to their understanding of the 
directions. 

*students may not work together 

*each student must keep his/her paper covered 

• When the description of the figure is completed, the students will be instructed to put their 
pencils down and hold up their drawings. 

• The original figure will be placed on the overhead projector and students will compare their 
interpretation to the actual drawing. 



Students’ drawings will not only differ from the original, but will differ from each other’s. After 
they have discussed why their figures do not match the original (ie: poor instructions, the way they 
interpreted instructions, prior knowledge, etc.) the teacher will read the directions given by the 
volunteer to demonstrate that although the information offered would have recreated the figure 
exactly, the students interpreted them in their own way. 

The teacher will ask: 

• Did you feel frustrated when you were given instructions? 

•When? Why? 

• Are there any shapes in the figure that you would consider complex or difficult to imitate? 

• Why were you unable to recreate the figure described? 



1.3 Developing the Lesson: 

Students will be given a brief lecture (5 minutes) relating the exercise to government. Like shapes, 
words, terms and phrases can also be interpreted differently because of prior knowledge or the 
way they are perceived by a person. >, 

Students will be asked to give common terms, ideas or phrases that they would associate with 
democracy. The teacher will place each on the board/newsprint until most of the more important 
have been given. Students’ list should include many of the following 



freedom 


liberty 


good life 


rights 


too many rights 


unrestricted press 


voting 


crime 


protections for the guilty 


human rights 


equality 


social/economic inequality 


etc. 
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□ students will discuss why their definition differs from the accepted definition. 

ie: personal experiences, cultural perceptions, the way that they interpret 
words or phrases, media exposure, etc. 

□ teacher will categorize terms/phrases with reference to the costs and benefits of a 
democratic government. 

□ teacher will ask the students to each write a definition of democracy on the paper below 
their figure. 

□ when they have completed their definition, the students will determine the number of 
different definitions of democracy that exist in their own class. 

□ teacher will present the definition of democracy found in a dictionary or textbook. 



1.4 Materials needed: 

□ blank paper for each student 

□ one copy of figure on paper 

□ one transparency of figure 



LESSON 2 (DAY 2) 

2.1 Daily Objectives: 

At the conclusion of the lesson, students will be able to... 

• identify basic democratic principles 

• familiarize themselves with historical and contemporary examples which contain the 
principles of a democratic government. 

• understand how democratic ideas have evolved overtime. 

• analyze primary source documents 



2.2 Procedures: 

• the teacher will display the definition of democracy (Lesson 1, Day 1) and ask each group 
to make a list of what they consider to be the basic principles of democracy based upon this 
definition. (This list will become their master list) 



• the class will be divided into groups containing approximately 3-4 students. 

• HANDOUT 1 will be distributed to each student 

• each group will be assigned one or several documents (depending upon the size of the 
class) to review and to create a list of both democratic and nondemocratic principles found 
in each excerpt. 
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students are encouraged to add to their master list in a different color pen/marker if they 
feel, after reading the excerpts, that they have left out some principles. 



2.3 Developing the Lesson: 

□ the titles of each source will be placed in a horizontal sequence on separate sheets of 
newsprint size paper or across the blackboard (this should be done when students are 
working in groups) 

□ as students identify principles found in each selection, the teacher will note those rights 
below the title of each. 

□ after the documents have been noted, the students will chronologically compare the 
principles/rights extended overtime through a teacher-directed class discussion 

The following points should be noted: 
ie: the expansion of rights granted in democratic countries 
the development from negative to positive rights 
rights considered to be fundamental by newly democraticized countries 

□ students will be asked to hypothesize on how democracy might further evolve in the 21st. 
century 

ie: Whether progress in developing democracies will be faster or slower than it was 
for established democracies? Why? 

Has democracy (a) reached a plateau in countries professing to be democratic, 
or (b.) are there additional principles that must be added to our list? If (b.) then 
identify these principles. 



2.4 Materials Needed: 

□ HANDOUT #1 

□ newsprint size paper with the title of each reading on a separate page 

□ tape 



LESSON 3 (DAY 3) 

3.1 Daily Objectives: 

At the conclusion of the lesson, students will be 'able to... 

• understand that principles of a government are directly related to the rights that its people 
enjoy 

• explain the meaning of political rights as distinguished from civil, social or economic 
rights. 

• identify the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a major documentary statement of 
rights 
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